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will be such as cannot now be calculated.
It cannot be too plainly said, and, in all
the years I knew India, I never came upon
any historical grievance rankling in the
mind of any considerable community.
There was one great Native State with an
historic dispute which, however, in no way
affected its loyalty to a paramount power;
but inside British India I never heard of a
single event of the distant past the
memory of which inflamed the mind of
even a particular community. To have
talked to any landowner or peasant or
trader about the outrageous Glive and the
intolerable Warren Hastings, and to have
asked whether they did not burn to
avenge the defeat at Plassey, would have
been to excite stares of complete non-
comprehension. Already some feeble
efforts were being made by two or three
poor specimens of the Indian intelligentsia
to work up feeling with false versions of
Indian history, but they were of no avail.
The one really strong movement, and one
directed with great skill, was B. G. Tillak's